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Tuesday, July 28, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we will be changing the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 16,409,902 652,531 9,530,728 No Data 
United States 4,288,012 148,009 1,325,804 52,252,334 
New Jersey 179,812 15,804 32,275 1,983,841 
New York 412,344 32,645 72,766 5,627,149 
 
Connecticut 48,983 4,418 8,516 745,051 
Information as of 7/28/20 at 0000 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to 
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on 
public health emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better 
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of 
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on 
pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control 
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions 
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and 
healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, 




 The U.S. Department of Homeland Security convened a virtual version of the XIII edition of 
the Meeting of Ministers and Secretaries of Security of Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Costa Rica, Panama and the Department of Homeland Security of the United States of 
America otherwise known as the Regional Security Conference (RSC). This virtual iteration 
focused on the unique challenges the pandemic poses to the region and how it has impacted 
the traditional roles and missions normally executed by the Security Ministers. 
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/07/24/trump-administration-partners-central-american-
leaders-address-health-safety-and  
 On July 22, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released two 
guides to support state and local election officials as they shift toward voting environments 
that are different than Americans are used to. The Cyber Incident Detection and Notification 
Planning Guide for election security helps jurisdictions effectively recognize and respond to 
potential cyber incidents, and the Innovative Practices and New Solutions Guide shares 
ideas and practices for election administrators to consider. The agency continues to provide 
support and resources to all 50 states and thousands of local jurisdictions. 
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/protect2020-cyber-incident-guide  
 
The White House 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  
View the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information from HHS: 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 
HHS Reserves and Rapidly Expands Manufacturing Capacity for COVID-19 Vaccines at Texas 








National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
 











United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for July 27, 2020, including FDA-authorized 191 tests 




 FDA Reiterates Warning About Dangerous Alcohol-Based Hand Sanitizers 
Containing Methanol, Takes Additional Action to Address Concerning Products 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-reiterates-warning-about-dangerous-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizers 
 FDA Authorizes First Diagnostic Test for Screening of People Without Known or 
Suspected COVID-19 Infection https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-
announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-
screening-people-without-known-or 
 FDA issues COVID-19 Response Summary as of July 23, 2020 
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
 
Daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
Updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html  
 








To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
 
Trump Administration Announces New Resources to Protect Nursing Home Residents 
Against COVID-19 https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-
announces-new-resources-protect-nursing-home-residents-against-covid-19 









 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that the multi-agency task force to combat 
violations of coronavirus-related regulations at bars and restaurants conducted 
nearly 1,100 compliance checks between July 21 and July 23, documenting 
violations at 84 establishments. Businesses found in violation of COVID-19 
regulations face fines up to $10,000 per violation, while egregious violations can 
result in the immediate suspension of a bar or restaurant's liquor license. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-multi-agency-task-
force-has-inspected-nearly-1100-bars-and-restaurants  
 The governor updated New Yorkers on the status of the Kawasaki Disease-like 
syndrome that has affected children in the state. As of Friday, New York State has 
investigated 240 cases of the syndrome. The New York State Department of Health 
published a study of children with the syndrome in the New England Journal of 
Medicine on June 29. https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2021756  
 Governor Cuomo announced that Empire State Development has identified 20 
companies that will receive state investment to make supplies to address COVID-19. 
This program is designed to ensure that New York State's health facilities will have 
access to PPE if and when they need it. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-27-additional-
establishments-issued-state-liquor-authority-violations#  
 Governor Cuomo announced the progress of Technology SWAT Partnership in 
assisting New Yorkers during the COVID-19 pandemic. The first-in-the-nation public-
private service partnerships allowed the state to surge tech resources, impacting 
millions of new Yorkers and saving taxpayer money. The progress report details 19 
pro bono projects, all of which bolstered and supported the State's response during 
a time of unprecedented need. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-
announces-progress-technology-swat-partnership-assisting-new-yorkers-during  
 
New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
 
For the latest information about COVID-19 testing: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
List of positive cases by county in New York State: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update, please visit: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  
New York State’s Regional Monitoring Dashboard regarding the seven metrics needed to 
reopen:  
https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard 






 Governor Phil Murphy announced a new relief program for small businesses impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Small Business Lease - Emergency Assistance Grant 
Program (SBL-EAGP) will allow businesses in 64 eligible municipalities to apply for 
grants of up to $10,000 for lease costs. The program will assist small business owners 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, which also assists landlords, many of whom are 
also small 
businesses. https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200723a.shtml  
 The New Jersey Department of Education issued clarifying guidance to allow parents to 
select fulltime remote learning for their children in the 2020-2021 school year. Released 
last month, the Department’s guidance document, “The Road Back: Restart and 
Recovery Plan for Education,” emphasized that schools should prepared plans to open 
in some capacity for in-person instruction for the 2020-2021 school year. Since its 
release, the Department received feedback from many parents who wanted a greater 
voice in the decision-making process of whether their child should return to in-person 
learning. In addition, officials in some school districts called on the Department to 
release guidance to specifically allow for all-remote learning for those students. 
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200724a.shtml     
 
Connecticut 
 Executive Order No. 7III enacted with the following provisions: 
o Repeal of advisory self-quarantine: Repeals Executive Order No. 7BBB, Section 
1. 
o Mandatory self-quarantine for travelers from states with high COVID-19 infection 
levels: Implements a mandatory self-quarantine for travelers from states with 
high infection or test positivity rates for COVID-19. This includes requiring 
affected travelers to complete a form upon entry into Connecticut for submission 
to the Department of Public Health. Failure to comply with the order may result 
in a $1,000 penalty. 
o Extension of statutory or regulatory deadlines by DMV: Permits the 
commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles to extend statutory or 
regulatory deadlines pertaining to matters under her jurisdiction for 90 days. 
o https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-
Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7III.pdf  
 The State of Connecticut has received an additional extension from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for approval to apply for reimbursement 
for statewide emergency feeding efforts until August 19. https://portal.ct.gov/Office-
of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/07-2020/Governor-Lamont-
Coronavirus-Update-July-22  
 Executive Order No. 7JJJ enacts the following provisions: 
o Rebuttable presumption of eligibility for worker’s compensation: Creates a rebuttable 
presumption that workers who contracted COVID-19 in the early days of the pandemic 







Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
New York Blood Center, The Hasidic and Orthodox Jewish Community, Ahavas Chesed and Covid Plasma 




New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19: Restart for Businesses: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-businesses-and-facilities.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s Reopening NYC FAQs: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-reopening-nyc-faq.pdf  
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH issues “What New Yorkers need to know about COVID-19” on July 23, 2020 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/coronavirus-factsheet.pdf 
 
Westchester County Department of Health 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information in Westchester: 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 
 
Daily briefing on July 27th from County Executive Latimer: 
https://www.westchestergov.com/home/all-press-releases/8572-july-27-county-executive-george-
latimer-gives-covid-19-briefing 
Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 





For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 
GNYHA Members Deploy to Houston to Help with COVID-19 Testing 
https://www.gnyha.org/news/gnyha-members-deploy-to-houston-to-help-with-covid-19-testing/ 
 




Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 
A Smart Guide to Food Shopping and Outdoor Dining During Coronavirus 




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
  
COVID-Safe: Amidst the Pandemic, Look Out for Number One 




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
Renee Garrick, M.D., professor of clinical medicine and vice dean for Westchester Medical 
Center 
  





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
 
Faculty News: 





Angela Rossetti, M.B.E., M.B.A., adjunct assistant professor of medicine 
  




Padmini Murthy, M.D., M.P.H., M.S., M.Phil., CHES, professor of public health and global 




Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
